











                                               THE STARS IN THE SKY








        Like a scene out of a motion picture of sorts, her quarry raced down the narrow, long alleyway as fast as he could, splashing through small puddles left over from the previous night's rainfall. The man tossed his weapon aside as he ran, having used up his clip of bullets to no avail. Making a quick, sharp turn, he headed down a connecting alleyway, and threw off his dark coloured coat, thinking it was slowing him down. He kept looking over his shoulders, trying to see if his pursuer was still in tow. Seeing nothing, the man skidded to a halt near where the alleyway ended, close to the next street and possible freedom.
       He caught his breath for a moment or two, then looked up and down the alley. Not seeing anyone, much less anything, the man grinned to himself, then turned and walked towards the street, apparently having lost his pursuer. The man started to laugh, and was just about to turn the corner on to the sidewalk, when all hell broke loose. A blast of blue energy slammed into the street in front of him from above, revealing a figure wearing a blue and white suit of some sort, with a star on the chest. He could make out the features of a woman from under the mask she wore, and started to panic, unsure of his next course of action.
       "You won't stop me!" he yelled. 
       The woman in the mask just grinned. 
       "I can't let you hurt anyone else. This ends, now!" she exclaimed, watching as the man took off down the street. Suddenly, her amulet glowed brightly, and she leapt forward with a burst of the blue energy, surging fowards to the man in the blink of an eye, and striking him in the back, knocking him to the ground in a heap, and unconcious. She looked to her fallen quarry, and saw he was breathing but knocked out. 
     "Justice." she said softly, as police sirens could now be heard in the distance, closing in on the disturbance.
      She smiled to herself, before using the blue energy to leapt upwards on top of the nearest building, and off into the night. Her job was complete again, for another night, having made a difference thanks to her perseverance, and her powers. Stardust took a moment to perch on the roof of the building, looking down at the street below as the police showed up and apprehended the criminal. She pondered her victory a little, and lamented how it's been over three months now since she got her powers, and refined them further. She was at one with the power, and was very appreciative and respectful of it in the same right, never allowing herself to underestimate what she had been given.
                                               

       Jenna had always wanted to help people in some capacity or another, never really finding her niche, however. From stints as a volunteer with different organizations, to even pondering a career with a humanitarian group or two, she always seemed unable to settle into something that she could call her own, and it bothered her for the longest time. Sitting on a park bench facing the river that ran through her city, she pondered everything that had happened to her in the last few years leading up to the discovery of the space rock, from a lecture by her parents, to starting her new job in the financial sector of the city, and moving to her apartment.
       "At least it all worked out, in a weird kind of way." she mumbled to herself, as the sun shone down on her, taking the bite out of the chilly breeze blowing off the water. Just hours ago she was out in the black of the night taking down a criminal, and was now in the bright of the morning, enjoying some coffee on her day off, reflecting on many things. Jenna had wanted to spend a day outside for a while, but had been a little fatigued lately, what with her job during the day, and being Stardust at night. Today however, she felt good, and was happy to be by the river, no matter the weather pattern. It relaxed her in ways that sleep couldn't.
       "Mmm." she said, sipping her coffee while watching the water in the river sparkle from the sun. No one knew about her secret identity as of yet, and she intended to keep it that way for as long as she could. The burden was hers alone to bear, and she would not compromise anything by changing that. She touched her special necklace with her left hand for a moment, smiling at all it had given her, but also putting into perspective the responsibility  that it carried, and what it meant to her. "Out of all the people in this city, I was lucky enough to find it and use it." she said to herself, letting go of the necklace and staring out across the river and park. She smiled to herself softly, proud of what she had become, and happy to be a better person, thanks largely to her own perseverance, and strength of character.
        Her powers accented everything nicely, and perhaps it was more than fate that led her to them. 
       "Destiny." she mumbled, before taking another sip of her coffee, and feeling a little more relaxed finally. 
       Ever since she was a little girl, Jenna wanted to become something more, something bigger than herself. When she was twelve years old, she spent a couple days lost in the wilderness of a northen forest while on a camping trip, the experience changing her in ways she couldn't comprehend until recently. Jenna had become a more independent, stronger woman in the years since, determined to succeed no matter the cost.
                                               

       "Whether or not I was destined to receive such power and responsibility, I'll never know." she mumbled, before looking back up at the stars in the night sky, each one twinkling in it's own right, except for that special star that twinkled blue for her, having a connection with her necklace. She was still pondering her thoughts from earlier when she sat in the park, trying to figure them out. It was a quiet night, and she hadn't really gone far since donning her costume. The city's skyline looked amazing from the tall building she was perched on, no clouds around to interfere.
       Jenna smiled to herself for a moment, happy to be able to be up here to witness this. "Never gets old." she said, taking it all in as she had done many times before. 
       The space stone in her necklace glowed, as it did on clear evenings, connecting with it's star. For once, she was happy there were no disturbances tonight. As much as she enjoyed fighting crime and making a difference, the odd slow night was something in itself. 
      "Even superheroes need a lull once in a while." she said to herself.
       It felt good to be the woman that she was, having grown into the person she always knew she could be, for better or for worse.
       Her quiet time soon came to an end, as the breeze picked up and carried with it the sounds of police sirens off in the distance, the night still relatively young. She looked off down a major arterial street, and the saw the flashing red and blue lights of the police force, screaming to somewhere important. Jenna knew she didn't have to everywhere at once, but nowawdays she preferred being on top of all the happenings in the city, wanting to always feel the pulse of the city that she cared for. She took several steps back from the edge of the roof, and lined up with the next building across, breaking into a run, she focused herself quickly, as the blue space energy surrounded her and propelled her across the expanse, landing her safely on the other roof.
        She continued this for a while, choosing to leap from roof to roof, at a speed and force that would get her to the disturbance faster than the police, who were racing along the streets below, trying to get to where they were needed most. Jenna became a blur of blue energy, surging forward in bursts that no mortal aside from her could easily comprehend. Over the course of her life, as well as the last few months since she had received her awesome powers, she had become more than just a woman, more than just a human being. She had become......STARDUST!




                                                        	THE END



